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LABOR  OF  LOVE  —  Graham  SmRh  (IcR)  director  of  the  Church  Musk  Department, 
MBCB,  and  Lauon  Gray,  ndnisler  of  musk.  First  Church,  Jackson,  are  shown  with 
Sharing  the  Sortg  of  Jesus,  a  60-year  history  Of  the  Church  Music  Department. 


one  to  write  it."  The  book  debuted  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  in  2006. 

Much  of  the  oral  tradition  of  the  musical 
heri(a«  had  been  lost  In  the  mid  19706,  Anne 
W.  McWilliams  Morse,  then  an  editorial  assis¬ 
tant  with  The  Baptist  Record,  conducted 
research  on  the  hwory  of  the  department 
including  first-person  interviews  with  fiunily 
members  of  Ludier  Harrison  and  W.C. 

Morvaa  the  first  directors  of  the  church  Library  in  Nashville.  I  had  no  idea  when  I 
musK  department.  ^  met  het"  said  Gray,  accepted  die  challenge  of  writing  this  histo- 
"and  by  cnanoe  and  God's  biesrings,  Graham  ry  that  it  would  span  two  states,  three 
foimd  an  old  notebook  that  was  a  series  of  churches,  and  five  years!"  Gray  bMW  the 
papers  she  had  written  in  rough  draft  indud-  while  serving  at  First  Qiunh, 

mg  these  interviews.  She'd  compiled  editori-  McComb,  and  continued  the  work  while  at 
als  fiom  the  Record,  and  I  don't  know  what  Taylors  Church,  Taylors,  S.C.,  and  in  Jackson, 
we  would've  done  without  these  materials."  "For  the  first  time,  readers  can  see  how 

Gray  knew  from  his  project  in  Louisiana  organized  church  musk  began  for  Souths 
what  duection  he  wanted  to  tal^  and  Smith  Baptists  and  Missiasippi  Baposts,"  said  Smifii. 
encouraged  him  to  tril  stories.  Tne  primary  "1  tried  hard  to  not  make  it  just  factual," 

research  came  from  Ihe  Baptist  Record,  said  Gray.  "I  wanted  to  share  it  in  a  story  Smith,  "but  a  project  for 
beginning  in  1900,  and  Gray  pulled  aU  the  format,  so  if  I  could  include  scnriediing  ( 
ednorials  and  stories  about  ouirch  musk,  about  a  50-year-tenured  church  orsanist  in  brini 
"Missiasippi  played  a  vital  role  in  the  whole  a  church  m  Copiah  County,  I'oT  try  to 
history  Of  church  musk  in  the  Southern  include  something  about  her.  There  is  a  lot 


Baptist  Convention,  because  of  some  of  the  of  emphasis  on  the  people  who  make  up 

*  ■ "  ’the  history  of  church  music  in  the  state, 

most  of  whom  are  nameless." 

"We  are  standing  on  their  shoulders," 
said  Smith,  "and  so  many  of  them  we  just 
don't  know.  Being  a  minister  of  music  is  a 
fairly  new  position.  I  wanted  odrer  musi¬ 
cians  in  the  state  to  know  why  were 
doin&  what  were  doing,  other  than  the 
fact  mat  were  called  by  God,  instead  of 
beiM  just  an  entertaiiwr." 

The  church  music  department  has 
mailed  a  copy  of  the  book  to  every  Baptist 
church  in  Mississippi.  Extra  copies  are 
available  throi^h  the  church  music 
department  for  $10  plus  $2  shipping.  "It 
wasn't  a  project  to  make  morWy,"  said 

'  our  heritage  and 
our  future.  It  was  our  best  attempt  to 
T  in  a  cohesive  state  relevant 
detaDs  and  personalities  God  has  blessed 
us  with  over  these  years." 


Miss.  CP  sets  new  record 

Gifts  to  the^ork  of  the  Lord  duough  the  Miaalaaippi  C(X>peratfve  Program  (CP)  tat 
January  set  a  new  all-time  record  in  dte  first  moim  of  die  new  fiscal  you,  accord¬ 
ing’  to  Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  of  the  Mississ^pi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  Jadcson.  The  January  total  of  $3,962,875,  ediprad  the  old 
mark  of  $3,501,219,  recorded  in  January  2003.  IHe  new  record  represents  a  rise  of 
$485,152,  or  13.9%,  over  lanuaiy  2006  giving  of  $3,4^,^  «id  $1,550,565,  or 
63.74%,  more  than  the  $2,432,310  given  dw  pimrious  mondt.  The  2007  Miasiaaippi 
CP  budget  of  $33,188,934  —  also  a  record  amount  —  was  approved  by  messengers 
to  the  2006  annual  meeting  of  the  Missiasippi  Baptist  Convention.  A  total  of 
$2,765,745  is  needed  each  month  to  meet  the  convention  board's  bud^  for  2007. 
In  addition  to  helping  support  more  dian  10.700  missionaries  tai  the  US.  and 
around  the  world  throu^  afiUiaticm  with  die  Southern  Bimtist  Convention, 
Mississippi  CP  helps  fund  such  activities  as  the  State  Baptist  Stucsent  Union  Retreat 
on  February  16-17  at  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton  «id  die  Christian  Performing  Arts 
Festival  on  February  23-24  at  Broadmoor  Churdv  Madison. 


SBC  CP  slows  in  January 

NASHVEX^  Term.  (BP) — Qving  to  the  Southern  Biqptist  Ccxmerative  Program  in 
Jariuiuy  was  $19,996^592, 22%,  or  $«),810  bdow  the  $26,447,401  received  in  ^uary 
2006  according  to  a  news  retoaae  from  SBC  Executive  Committee  President  arid  Chief 
Executive  Officer  Morris  R  Ch^xnan.  Howevec  fiscal  year-to-date  oontributkxis  of 
$<7346758  moved  ahead  of  last  year's  giving  pace  by  z24%.  (Hie  Southern  Baptist 
Gonverition  fiscal  years  begins  taiOctobe^  The  $B230,191  in  designated  gifts  received 
last  month  were  ^722,785  befow  the  $27,952,976  received  in  January  2006,  a  decrease 
of  9.74%.  Ifor  the  SBC  Ccxiperative  Program  Alkxxtfon  Budget  die  fiscal  year-to-date 
total  of  $^3tf»758  is  103%  of  the  $65316,141  budgeted  to  suppext  Southern  Baptist 
ministries  ^obidly  and  across  Nordi  Amoica.  The  Cooperative  Program  is  Southern 
Baptists'  mediod  of  simporting  missions  and  minist^  edorts  of  state  and  regional  con¬ 
ventions  and  die  Soumem  B^^tiat  Convention.  Gifts  are  given  by  church  members, 
whose  churdhes  retain  a  portion  for  their  ministries  and  forward  the  remainder  to  state 
Baptist  conventions.  Thore  conventions  retain  a  portion  for  state  programs  and  activi¬ 
ties,  and  forward  die  remainder  to  the  Soudiem  Mptist  Ccmvention. 


The  promise,  politics  of  Gardasil 


here's  another  word  you  can 
your  watch  list:  Gaidaail.  It's 
lly  an  actual  wont  though.  It's 
‘  manulactured  jumbln  that 
cal  comoanies  place  on  new 


piiw*  p*ny  will  not  p®y  for  the  shots.  Medicsid 

’*tM4  VitTMiM  \  y^l  also  be  forced  to  cover  die  cost  o(  die 

\  shots  under  Perry's  executive  Older. 

W^m  institute  sudi  an  unprecedented 

«and  desperate  executive  order  instead  of 

going  through  die  Texas  Legislature? 
Apparendy,  because  there's  not  much  sup¬ 
port  for  abrogating  parental  rights  among 
legislators.  Equally  apparent  is  die  political 
pressure  Perry  is  under  to  boost  die  drug. 

With  18  states  considering  whether  to 
mandate  Gardasil  for  schoolgirls,  the 
drug's  manufacturer  Merck  is  straping  up 
edorts  to  get  the  teamen  adopted  in  as 
maiw  locaws  as  poodle. 

"I  cannot  think  of  a  biggre  boost  (for  sales 
of  the  drug),"  said  SteveBrozak,  who  ana¬ 
lyzes  the  dri^  industry  for  W.B.B.  Securities, 
in  a  recent  Associated  Press  interview. 

Associated  Press  also  reports  that  Merck 
doubled  its  spending  on  Irwyists  in  Texas 
and  hired  Perry's  former  diiet  of  staff,  now 
a  powerful  loroyist.  The  push  was  on  for 
adoption  of  the  vaccine  but  legislators 
however;  about  administering  die  vaccine  were  reluctant,  so  Perry  is^ed  his  execu¬ 
te  childim  at  such  a  young  age,  and  die  tive  order  to  get  it  done  ri^t  away.  Under 
erroneous  coiKlusions  diose  duldren  may  Texas  law,  the  Legislature  has  no  power  to 
draw  about  promiscuous  sexual  brfiavior.  rescind  Perry's  oraer. 

The  vaccine  does  not  protect  against  all  Other  states  have  felt  the  pressure,  too. 
forms  of  cervical  cancer;  new  does  it  protect  Maryland  Senator  Delores  K«ley  reemdy 
against  odier  sexually-transmitted  diseases  wididrew  her  bill  to  mandate  Gardasil  for 
such  as  AIDS,  syphi^,  and  gonorrhea.  schoolgirls  in  that  state  after  complaints  that 
Not  least  important,  some  parents  see  die  diere  were  already  too  many  vacane  require- 
onconiing  ru^  to  mandate  me  vaccine  for  ments.  Michigan  legislators  declined  to  pass 
minors  as  a  challenge  to  dieir  right  to  make  similar  legislation  after  expressing  concerns 
such  decisions  on  b^ialf  of  their  children.  for  parental  ri^ts  and  family  privacy. 

That's  exactly  what  is  happening  in  Gardasil  may  turn  out  tooe  a  great  med- 

Texas  righf  mcwiey  ana  peptics  are  ical  advance,  and  one  diat  we  can  all  sup- 

idayirre  a  larger^  in  die  ensuing  uproar.  port  in  die  long  run  —  but  not  at  the 
Reoublican  Governor  Rick  retry  has  expense  of  steamrolling  parental  rights. 

Well-funded  and  well-connected,  the 
Merck  push  to  adopt  Gardasil  will  proba- 
‘  make  its  way  to  Mississippi  once  die 
larger  states  fall  into  line.  Be  pr^ared,  and 
come  informed  to  the  debate. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


CudasU  is  the  name  of  Merck's  first-of- 
its-kind  vaccination  aninst  cretain  strains 
of  the  human  paplUomavirus  (HPV), 
whkh  researchers  believe  are 

■  responsible  for  i^>out  70%  of  all 
cervical  cancers  and  90%  of  all 
oases  of  genital  warts.  The  federal 


port  for  abrogating  parental  ri^t 
legislators.  Equally  apparent  is  die 


WilllamR 

PCfIdiisJi: 

Editor 


Gardasil  appears  to  be  a  mcwiu- 
mental  step  forward  in  the  battie  uainst 
cwioer  —  and  several  particulai^  deadly 
formsofcancet  tobesure — so  wnat  could 
possfoW  be  controversial  about  die  three- 
shot,  1060  regimen  that  would  provide 
almost  100%  protection  against  certain 
forms  of  cervical  cancer  and  genital  warts? 

As  usual  politics  and  money  are  involved. 

Merck,  die  drug's  manufacturer  and 
maiketei;  recommends  administering  die 
drug  to  all  healdw  fonales  between  die 
ages  of  idne  and  A,  and  die  younger  die 
better  because  die  vaodne  is  inenective 
once  aperaon  has  had  sex  and  been  infect¬ 
ed  with  HPV.  Merch  is  also  studying  the  ^  - 

application  of  die  vaccine  for  males  who  and  dreumvenwd  the  legislative  process  in  1 
may  have  been  infected  and  are  spreading  that  state  by  issuing  an  executive  order  to  bly 
the  to  girls  and  young  women.  force  all  sixth-grade  girls  to  be  vaccinated  ' 

Conservative  groups  are  concerned,  with  Gardasil.  The  executive  order  also 
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Bowl  becomes  an  opportunity  to 
share  a  moment  and  seek  some¬ 
thing  significant  diat  will  add 
value  or  a  sense  of  meaning  to  life. 

Sports  provide  a  wonderful 
oudet  for  mose  drifting  dirough 
life  without  purpose.  There  is 
always  die  next  game  or  the  next 
season  to  whkh  to  look  forward. 
Some  even  live  vicariously 
dirough  dieir  favorite  players. 
After  this  year's  Super  Bowl 
many  fans  will  boast '  «Ve  won," 


M  Rwate  AuMsory  Conwniaae; 

Mack  Awiit,  McComb 
Miwi  Raailay,  Crywai  Springs 
Al  Graan  Ir..  Bay  Si.  Louis 
Rick  Henaon,  Bfandon 
Ocuarly  Pyran.  Naicbei 
BMIy  Walkim.  Madison 
Dana  RichaidKin,  secmlary 


Duane  Thomas  was  adoedl 
reporter  what  it  felt  Hoe  to  be  ] 
kigin  die  ultimate  footbal  ga 
Thomas  replied,  "U  irs 
uMmale,  wl^  are  they  goir 
play  it  again  next  year  r 
m  a  mimle  sentence,  The 
foiced  foomaD  fanatics  and 
culture  iunkies  at  least  to  coi 


die  annual  "super'  event.  'vhen  the  o 

Howevec  it  seems  his  comments  expended  wai 

have  bem  whoDy  ignored  by  ues  for  tickets  were  $600-$700.  America's  attention?  One  con-  remgerator  for 
sodety  at  large.  Howevet  many  of  those  in  atten-  tributing  factor  is  America's  On  Mondr 

IHe  Super  Bowl  began  rather  dance  aheDed  out  three  to  five  obsession  with  entertainment,  game"  was  tall 
mauapidoualy  on  )arv  IS,  1967.  times  the  feoe  value.  Advertisers  Make  no  mistake  about  il  ptofes-  victual  plays  n 
IHe  game  was  part  of  an  agree-  spent  $2.6  million  for  a  30-seoond  sional  footbaU  is  entertainment.  theonlyUvesd 
ment  between  the  wdl-estab-  tetevition  commercial.  An  esti-  The  Super  Bowl  is  hyper-  experienoe  are 
liahed  National  FoolbaD  League  mated  140  million  watched  the  hyped  as  crowning  aduevement  participated  ar 
and  its  new  rival  the  American  gune  via  tdevisioft  in  professional  sports.  In  fed,  in  nesses  that  bet 

Lei^ue.  The  consulting  firm  many  fans'  minds  a  player's  Bowlspendins 

The  first  world  championship  Challenger;  Gnw  k  Christmas  career  cannot  be  considered  a  have  sharea 
contest  took  (dace  between  die  InCv  esunates  that  US  oompa-  success  unless  he  triumphs  in  the  enfoyed  a  gam 
NFL's  Green  Bay  Padoers  and  the  nies  could  suffer  lost  v/fgea  of  "ultimate  game."  gaudy  distiacti 

A^  champion  Kansas  Qty  approximately  $820  million  as  However;  one  of  die  main  rea^  will  have  been 
Chiefe.  Not  quite  62,000  fens  AmerKans  focus  on  the  Super  sons  for  the  Super  Bowl's  success  The  ^per 
gadiaed  in  Los  Aitgdes'  lOdOOO-  Bowl  The  unproductive  time  lies  in  the  fad  that  so  many  only  a  footoall 
seat  Mennorial  CoBaeuiiv  and  an  indudes  diatting  about  die  Americans  live  without  a  sense  of  played  next  ye 
eadrruaed60-riiillkm  watched  the  game,  planning  parties,  oeganiz-  purpose.  In  a  Ufe  that  is  void  of  pie  actually  w 
game  on  televiaion.  The  Packers  frig  betting  pooh,  and  research-  meaifrig  or  purpose,  only  experi-  fiiis  year's  "uH 
defeated  the  Chieh  35-10.  frig  big-screen  TVs.  erioe  holds  any  real  significaiioe.  A  — 

tor  Super  Bowl  XU  last  Wnk  caused  the  Super  Bowl  person  who  has  no  meaning  or  Boegs  may 
Sunday  eveniiw  fri  Maml  the  to  go  from  a  football  game  diat  purpose  motivating  hh  or  her  Ufe  wwwlRiptistn: 
crowd  filled  aO  76^500  seals  of  many  ignored,  to  the  behemoth  seau  to  find  fulfillment  fri  experi-  commentary  a 
Do^jhin  Stadium.  The  face  val-  event  that  now  captivates  enoea,  so  a  big  event  like  the  Super  Baptist  Press. 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

This  year's 
'ultimate'  game 

mi 

■ _ 

By  Kelly  Bo^,  editor 
Lomsiana  Baj^t  Message 

Pastor  Scot  honored  for  standing  firm 


NEW  YORK  (BP)  —  Christun 
leaders  from  six  continents  gadt- 
ered  in  New  York  City  on 
January  26  to  recognize  an 
Australian  pastor  who  became 
one  of  the  nrst  people  indicted 
under  the  countr^s  new  "reli¬ 
gious  vilification^  law,  whidi 
makes  public  criticism  of  any 
rel^on  a  hate  crime. 

Daniel  Scot,  an  Assemblies  of 
God  minister  from  Brisbane, 
received  the  Kairos  Journal 
Award  for  his  refusal  to  "com¬ 
promise  trudi  for  fear  of  jail." 
The  award  is  given  annually  to 
individuals  demonstrate 
faithfulness  to  Scripture  and 
pastoral  courage.  It  also  honors 
those  who  respond  to  what  the 
journal  calls  a  ^kairos  moment," 
a  moment  duit  calls  for  timely 
Christian  action. 

In  2002,  Scot  found  himself  a 
defendant  in  the  courts  of 
Victoria  in  Australia.  Three 
Mudim  converts  accused  the 
pastor  of  vilifying  Islam  after 
he  had  mven  a  seim  of  lectures 
about  ^  differences  between 
Islam  and  Christianity.  Scot's 
indictment  toudied  off  a  four- 
year  legal  battle.  He  was  con¬ 
victed  and  ordered  to  apologize 
to  Muslims  in  a  series  of  adver¬ 
tisements  in  Melbourne  at  a 
potential  cost  of  nearly  $50,000. 

Scot  would  not  purchase  the 
advertisements  and  launched 
an  appeal  in  2004. 

challenging  the  teachings 
of  Islam  is  nothing  new  tor 
Scot,  even  if  the  costs  are  hi^. 
A  gifted  mathematician,  he 
competed  for  a  teaching  posi¬ 
tion  wifft  Muslim  scholars  at 
the  University  of  Punjab  in 
Pakistan.  The  positions  were 
normally  reserved  for 
Muslims,  but  Scot  studied 
Islam,  passed  an  examination 


about  the  religion  and  was 
named  to  the  faculty. 

In  1966,  Pakistan's  govem- 
nwnt  amended  its  legju  code, 
making  insults  against 
Muhammad  a  capital  crime. 
Anyone  who  publ^y  declared 
Jesus  as  the  Savior  would  likely 
face  a  quick  death.  Five  senior 
professors  cornered  Scot  on 
Christmas  Eve,  eivcouragiru  him 
to  convert  to  Islam  or  face  losing 
his  teaching  post  —  or  worse. 

"They  said  to  nw,  'This  is  a 
golden  opportunity  for  you  to 
convert  to  Islam,'"  Scot  told  the 
award  dintwr  audience,  "but  I 
said  in  my  heart,  "This  is  a  golden 
opportunity  to  share  the  &)spel 
wim  five  senior  professors.'" 

Scot  turned  the  discussion  to 
the  issue  of  salvation,  question¬ 
ing  the  Muslim  profesMrs  how 
they  could  know  if  they 
achieved  it.  They  had  no 
answer,  but  after  the  discussion 
they  filed  a  complaint  with  the 
govenunent.  The  rwxt  day,  a 
colleague  at  the  ^versity  told 
Scot,  ^our  life  is  in  danger.  I 
cannot  protect  you." 

Scot,  who  was  bom  into  a 
Christian  family  in  1951,  went 
into  hiding,  movir^  from  loca¬ 
tion  to  location  where  he  was 
sheltered  by  friends.  He 
assumed  that  he  was  headed  for 
deatfv  but  his  wife  intervened. 

"You  have  this  madness  to  be 
a  martyr  for  Jesus,"  his  wife  told 
him.  "What  will  happen  to  your 
wife  and  five  dhuldren?"  In  i987, 
Scot  and  his  family  fled  to 
Brisbane,  Australia.  He  began 
lecturing  on  maffiematics  and 
SOOT  earned  a  teadung  position 
at  dne  University  of  Quemland. 

In  December  2006,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Victoria  over¬ 
turned  ^  decision  of  the  lower 
court  drat  had  convicted  Scot 


Leaders  issue  warnings 

NEW  YCMIK  (BP)  —  Much  of  the  church  is  asleep  or  in  "deep, 
dark  denial"  about  Islam,  Anglican  Archbishop  Henry  Luke 
Orcmrbi  of  Uganda  said  in  New  York  City  at  the  Kuros  loumal 
Award  dinner  on  January  26.  "As  I  lcx)k  forward  into  me  21st 
century,  it  seems  to  rrre  the  great  global  conflict  will  be  between 
Christianity  and  Islar^"  the  Ugandan  leader  said,  adding  that  in 
Uganda,  Muslims  are  attempting  to  conquer  "not  so  much  by  the 
sword  but  by  the  dollar."^  There,  Libyan  dictator  Muammar 
Gadafi  built  a  national  mosque  as  a  "girt"  to  die  peciple.  Newly 
discovered  oil  resources  in  Uganda  are  finding  their  way  into 
Muslim  hands,  and  Muslim  financiers  are  pouring  money  into 
the  country  —  dewite  the  fact  that  only  12%  of  Uganda's  popu¬ 
lation  is  Muslim.  Muslims  also  are  offering  vcxral  opposition  to 
laws  that  protect  women's  rights  because,  Orombi  said,  "diese 
are  not  in  die  Koran."  Mark  Durie,  vicar  of  St.  Maty's  Anglican 
Church,  Caulfield,  in  Melbourne,  Australia,  said  failure  to 
address  Islam  wiA  the  Gospel  will  result  in  falling  prey  to  it.  At 
present,  he  said,  the  future  of  the  world  is  less  than  certain.  "The 
religious  future  of  India  is  up  for  grabs  as  dw  Dalits,  ^  lower 
class,  leave  Hinduism.  China  has  90-100  million  Christians.  Will 
it  be  the  next  great  Christian  superpower  at  the  end  of  the  21st 
centuty?  Europe  is  gradually  sinking  under  immigration.  One  in 
three  babies  bom  in  France  today  is  Muslim.  Wfll  France  be  a 
Sharia  state  wi^  a  nuclear  bomb  in  this  centuryr  Baroness 
Caroline  Cox,  a  conservative  member  of  Britain's  House  of  Lords 
who  has  worked  to  alleviate  the  persecutiOT  of  Christians  in 
Muslim  lands,  said  m  a  videotaped  message  that  the  current  reli¬ 
gious  and  political  climate  is  siniilar  to  the  1930s.  "Are  we  going 
to  be  Chamberlains  or  Churchills?"  she  asked.  "MiUtant  Islam  is 
die  greatest  threat  to  our  social  political  and  cultural  heritage." 


Scot 


and  sent  the  case  back  to  the 
Victorian  Civil  and 
Administrative  Tribunal.  The 
court  also  ruled  that  the  judge 
who  issued  the  guilty  verdict 
against  Scot  could  not  sit  in  judg¬ 
ment  in  any  new  proceedings. 

Justice  Geoffrey  Nettle  said 
the  lower  court  had  erred,  mis¬ 
interpreting  honest  and  com- 

fiarative  discussions  of  religion 
or  hate  speech.  It  is  "essential 
to  keep  the  distinction  between 


the  hatred  of  beliefs  and  the 
hatred  of  their  adherents 
steadily  in  view,"  Nettle  noted. 

Scot's  case  tallied  a  cost  of 
more  than  $500,000  in  legal 
fees.  The  hi^  court  ruled  that 
the  Islamic  Council  of  Victoria 
must  pay  half  of  the  cost  of  the 
original  appeal  from  2004. 
Scot's  l^al  troubles,  however, 
may  be  far  from  over  as  he  con¬ 
tinues  to  face  opposition  from 
Muslims  in  Australia. 


/  lUii  k 


According  to  the  1995  Annual  Church  Profile,  the  typical  Mississippi 
Baptist  church  has  207  members  and  150  resident  members,  with  85 
enrolled  in  Sunday  School,  51  in  Sunday  School  attendance,  and  68  in 
morning  worship. 


Harry  Vickery,  head  of  The  Mississippi  Mission,  reports  $22,808,739 
has  been  pledg^  in  die  $40  million  unified  endowment  campaign  for 
Mississippi  College,  William  Carey  College,  Blue  Mountain  College,  and 
die  Baptist  Children's  Village. 


Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Berkeley,  Calif.,  reaches  a  record  high 
enrollment  of  347. 
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What  A  Way  To  Live 


You  Can  Restond 
Rioht  Now! 

Sinifflu  sharv  the  following  prayer 
uith  in  your  own  uwds: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  ne«d  you. 
(1  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  formveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeaom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  fesus. ) 

4.  Bv  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him. 
to  them  hegair  the  right  to  become 
children  ofCod.  even  to  those  who 
he/ieiM' in  he:  name."  (johri  1:12) 

It  you  make  a  decision  for 
fesus  Christ  todai/.  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


«nn  z  M  wwiwfcy  a/ai 

fcO<VlftlOiW»*fcJe>lllllii>  «  T^OpmM-WI 


-I  Ilij-***-  M  .itaB  •  )hi  MrNafl  •  ■»iiib»IIm 
I.<M>  MlMniK 

(■■dn  *  laBir  (  mmt  ■  Omb 

I  hr  r.ilrr.  tf  SmBlB  rrtrl  i '  * 

—  -  --[|  IMfm  •  iBBiat  HIU  •  KviBaBHM 
•  iKirrIlr. 

IVMday  ;  tBpa  •  |iaMn  lirfaph  •  rMMr 


WIMrrtafr  'hBhM  ('lurrh  ■  'tuulBriat.  Uriwna 

1MB«4«y  7:Mpsi  •  Ihd  ’kaytoi  *  filhr 

(  hfv.  ilBHvlt.  IVfwacnht  KhrBlB 


niil  ViUr.  rad  jhau  at  ihc  PhllMr 


Mbw  ISracaar  •  rW%M«> 

Muw  EnniBlni  •  Hana  KuMft.  Ixiummu 
CNMr«nS 


i>«.dQrlhrBW«d><«;diBr 


IfCOMINC  MT  aNUC  CONnaENCES 

IVM  . rat  »aa»ih  tB»>«illc  m 

*«u.|a _ bIb>Hb*|.|Bp<b<  iMrl  W. 

an>.W _ _  SiMihOBBr  Awaaa  Mntk.MN 

aw  71-M _ >*«  thaw  <li«l  M.V 

Him  itoo  a  nil  tu  an:  •  •bibiw’wbm''  c 


it  seems  like  about  every  year 
or  every  couple  years  a  study 
will  come  out  revealing  what 
generally  we  know  already  if 
we  observe  life  at  all,  and  that  is 
people  who  seem  to  live  life  at 
Its  best  and  often  live  life  the 


longest  have  a  buoyant,  upbeat, 
positive,  put-a-smile-on-your- 
noe  aiKl  go  -out-and-meet-the- 
day  attitude.  However  tfwy  are 
able  to  accomplish  it,  they 
always  seem  to  be  able  to  ^ 
up,  go  out,  and  travel  on  me 
sunny  side  of  die  street.  That  is 
not  easy  to  do  because  some¬ 
times  it  rains  all  day  long.  At 
other  times  frightening  storm 
clouds  roll  in  liM  a  tidal  wave. 
There  is  something  about  some 
folks  that  just  seems  to  dispel  all 
the  clouds,  and  rays  of  sunshine 
break  through  any  way. 

1  am  always  interested  in 
these  studies  oecause  it  is  my 
observation  that  these  are  the 
people  who  actually  make  life 
worth  living.  They  are  the  ones 
who  can  fill  a  room  up  widi  joy 
and  positive  vibrations  even  if 
they  do  not  speak  a  word.  It 
seems  that  they  not  (wtUy  live 
life  in  gear  arid  engaged  but 
their  spirit  and  influence  seems 
to  charge  other  folks'  batteries. 
It  not  only  raises  the  level  of 

Eroductivity,  but  also  raises  the 
ar  on  folks'  well-being  and 
self-worth.  You  just  watch,  and 
you  will  see  diat  there  are  some 
folks  who  will  constantly  drain 
you.  If  you  are  blessed,  you 
will  have  opportunity  to  be 
around  those  people  who  sus¬ 
tain  vou.  I  am  so  thankful  and 
can  honestly  say  that  1  have 
met  more  of  these  kinds  of 
folks  than  any  other  kind. 

Of  course,”  we  interact  with 
many  other  types  of  folks. 
Some  folks  pain  you  and  others 
may  stain  you.  There  are  those 
teaching,  mentoring  types  who 
train  vou,  and  there  are  those 
special  people  thix»ughout  the 


nDirecti0ns 


fim  Fmtral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Boani 


journey  who  may  restrain  you. 

Recmdy,  I  had  die  wonderful 
privilM^  of  meeting  a  lady  in 
one  of  our  fine  churches  w'ho 
just  absolutely  exuded  excite¬ 
ment  about  the  Lord  and  a  gen¬ 
uine  thrill  about  life.  When  I  met 
her  she  was  excited  to  be  on  her 
way  to  teach  a  Sunday  Schixil 
cla^.  As  we  talked  for  a' moment 
what  she  did  not  tell  me  was  that 
she  was  in  the  middle  of  exten¬ 
sive  chemotherapy  for  cancer. 
As  we  stood  and  talked  and  oth¬ 
ers  joined  in  the  conversation 
they  brought  up  the  subject.  It 
was  obvkuis  that  the  cancer  and 
the  treatment  had  affected  hec 
and  had  no  doubt  taken  away 
sc»ne  of  her  resistance  as  her 
immune  system  was  compro¬ 
mised  by  die  chemotherapy.  It 
had  taken  most  of  her  hair,  but  it 
had  not  robbed  her  of  her  smile, 
her  loving  relationships,  or  her 
delict  in  serving  the  Lord. 
visited  for  a  few  minutes,  she 
told  the  group  that  had  gathered 
diat  she  had  to  get  on  to  her 
Sunday  School  class  and  to  be 
praying  for  her  as  she  would  be 
•  naving  some  more  chemo  that 
week,  and  off  she  went. 

Later,  as  we  went  into  the 
worship  service  it  was  apparent 
that  at  the  Sunday  Schixil  time 
the  lesson,  the  relatiortships,  and 
the  class  experience  had  all  gone 
well  because  she  was  talking  to 
folks  and  they  were  thanking 
her.  After  a  wt>iiderfu!  expen- 
ence  in  worship,  as  people  came 
by  she  spoke  to  me  and  said,  "1 
want  to  give  you  something  that 
I  think  you  will  really  enjiw."  1 


had  no  idea  what  she  was  talk¬ 
ing  about,  but  that  night  when 
she  returned  for  the  evening 
worship  service  she  handed  me 
an  envelope  and  inside  was  a 
typed  one  sentence  statement  of 
life  and  philosophv.  It  was  a  phi- 
losi>phv  of  life  mat  I  had  already 
seen  expressed  in  her  exuber¬ 
ance  about  church,  the  lA»rd, 
friends,  and  the  future.  The 
statement  was,  “Life  should 
NOT  BE  a  joumev  to  the  graw 
with  the  intention  of  amving 
safelv  in  an  attractive  and  well 
preserved  body,  but  rather  to 
skid  in  sideways  with  chocolate 
in  one  hand,  a  diet  soda  in  the 
other,  and  a  body  diorou^y 
used  up,  and  totally  worn  out 
for  Jesus  screaming,  'WOO 
HOO!  WHAT  A  RIDET 

What  a  statement,  what  a  spir¬ 
it,  what  a  faitK  and  what  a  won¬ 
derful  understanding  of  the 
Word  and  the  wonder  that  our 
Lord  Jesus  brir^  to  our  lives 
when  He  says,  '1  am  come  that 
thei'  mi^t  ^ve  life,  aixl  that 
the\  rni^t  have  it  more  abun¬ 
dantly”  Ot'bn  10:10).  Probably 
most  of  us  have  the  kind  ot  faitfi 
that  we  see  ourselves  riding 
gracefully  along  on  a  beautiful, 
gentle,  majestic  steed  only  to  find 
ourseKes  most  of  the  tinrie  on  the 
back  of  a  wild,  bucking  bnMKo 
called  life.  We  hold  on  ti^Hy  not 
because  we  enjoy’  it  but  because 
we  don't  want  to  be  splattered  tin 
the  griHind.  The  optioivs  seem  to 
be  tew  and  not  the  ones  we 
would  prefer  so  we  try'  to  ride  on, 
but  here  is  where  some  people 
have  tapped  into  something  uit- 


ferent.  They  do  not  juat  see  a  b^ 
ger  picture  —  Ih^  see  the  ready 
^  picture  wham  brings  into 
focus  the  amazing  wRI  of  God 
that  permits  them  to  interrupt  the 
normal  bumps,  bruises,  and 
bounces  of  life  in  baht  of  eternity 
and  also  in  bght  cv  the  tect  that 
God  can  alwa^  j>bout 

good  to  His  children.  ^ 

These  folks  seem  not  to  just 
measure  the  momentary  out 
rather  the  eternal  not  just  die  vis- 
ibk‘  circumstances  but  the  invisi¬ 
ble  Cieatoc  and  not  just  the  crisis 
but  also  the  Christ  that  tran¬ 
scends  all  of  those  moments.  It 
did  not  matter  then  nor  does  it 
matter  now  what  the  situation 
because*  when  Jesus  walks  in,  it 
will  be  different.  Things  are  going 
to  change  He  atteiKicd  a  funeral 
and  ratf^  than  having  a  eukigx 
there  was  a  resurrection.  He 
attended  a  wedding  and  rather 
than  a  mess  of  shorSghted  plan¬ 
ning  a  miracle  broke  out.  He 
walked  into  die  middle  of  a 


storm  where  His  disciples  werv* 
afraid,  the  winds  were  howling, 
and  suddenly  peace  fell  on  dx- 
place.  He  could  just  be  walking 
down  the  street  in  the  midst  of  a 
crowd  and  a  lady  who  had  been 
battling  ill  hc>alth  and  disease  for 
a  dozen  I’ears  would  reach  out  in 
faith  and  brush  the  hem  of  His 
garment  onlv  to  find  that  her  life 
was  cHanged  in  a  moment. 

Is  that  not  wonderful?  That  is 
the  Jesus  we  know.  That  is  the* 
Savkir  we  worship.  That  is  why 
when  we  gather  on  Sunday  we 
kxik  anxind  and  spot  those  folks 
who  are  singi^  with  a  tw’inkle 
in  their  eye.  T^t  is  why  you 
hear  a  testimony  in  the  hallway 
from  someone  who  may  Ix’ 
going  through  die  deepest  val- 
fey  and  yet  me  bright  arid  moni- 
ihg  star  lights  his  or  hi*r  p,ith- 
way.  What  a  way  to  live! 


The  author  iiuiif  <v  contacted  at 
P.O  Bo.\  5.V).  facksim.  .MS 
U5M).  E-mail:  ifutral&mikb.org 


North  Carolina  Baptist  Ministarto  Host 

Alaska  Cruise 

And  Pacific  Northwast  Vacation 

15  Days  nm$1399* 

On  Saptanbar  14.  2007  join  your  Spirilual  Diraclor.  BapM  Mawtar  Dr.  daranca 
Fraaman  on  Ew  iS^lay  uacaten  mdudmg  a  T-day  daluxa  Aiaaka  CnMa  Mlh 
Hdand  Amanca  Lma  and  a  7-day  Pacific  Mortharaat  vacabon  rath  You  Man  Toure 
Daly  Dauohona  wM  be  made  awaiahia  for  thow  n  the  groia)  who  wiah  to 
partktoato  You  group  fly  into  GeaMta  for  a  nighi  bafora  a  scenic  motor  coach 
dnua  to  Vancouuar  where  youl  board  lha  tea  Oar  ms  Zuiderdam 


Mart,  tmof  mrnigi  i  finnmi  tw  lit  hJvMi  Hwl  Ml  ilwilr 


After  tea  cruiaa  youT  atari  a  aa-nighl  motor  coach  tour  wOi  daity  agntaeamg 
wading  Bribah  ColuiTtoia  the  Cascade  Mountaira  Waahmgton  the  Oand  Coutaa 
Dam  Lake  Coaur  d  Aiane  Montana  Yanowalone  (Old  PaiMul)  and  Grand  Teton 
National  Parks  Jackson  Hota.  Wyoming  and  m  'Jtah  tie  Graai  San  Lake  Mormon 
Tabamacia  and  more  Youl  fly  home  altar  a  nighi  in  Sal  Lake  Oily  *Pncas  for 
(hic  1S-day  vacabon  dart  at  only  S1390  (par  paraon  doubia  occupancy)  pkis  S340 
port  chargee  taxaa  sarvnas  govemmant  faaa  and  lha  near  Aiaaka  ilaie  visitors 
tax  Add  9550  arfara  from  Jackaon  Mamphis  New  Orlaans  Mobte  Baton  Rouge 
SIQOdflPoaitB  are  nog  (lift.  Fngrt  anti  taCdY  OT  Wlwmfi 
For  kilowMiliow.  morvrtloiia,  brociwire.  Md  Or.  Frewwi  mm  esM: 

‘YOUR  MAH'  TOURS  1-800-968-7626 

Atnorica’a  Fiirt  Choico  tor  travl  sinos  1967! 
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Escatawpa  Church,  Escata«vpa:  Revival,  Feb.  18-21;  Sun  , 

U)..'>0  a.rii  and  6  p.m.:  Mon. -Wed.,  nixin  and  7  p.m.;  Mickey 
Ddlrymple,  Columbus  s(x*aker;  Hubert  Grt'or,  Wesson,  miisit . 

Friendship,  McComb:  Revival,  Mar.  2-4;  Fri  -Sat.,  “  p.m.;  Sun.. 
10:4.S  a.m.  and  1  p.m..  Ted  Bowlin,  Mr  Conib,  sjieaker;  Tim  King, 
M«  (  omb,  music;  I  aVernr*  Summerlin,  pastor. 


Is  Your  Van  Safe?  Send  for  a  FREE  CD! 


(Taqp— tar  Baw  Salaa.  /ir  exdmMtiie  Btu  Provider  far 
L^Wny  Church  not  only  aelU  buses.. .we  keep 

up  with  safely  issues,  legislation,  regulatiofu  and 
insurance  considerations... 
an  vwii  OM  make  an  ueformed  punchaee! 
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HomcTopt  is  a  Purtirt  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  CofVNVMinicition  Services. 


WITNESSING  THROUGH  MEDIA 
AWARDS  AND  WORKSHOP 


]ui\  'u-am! 


Chaklottb  Ready 

Minister  of  music  JimFutral 

MonticdloBiqnistClinfdi  Executive  dimtor-tnasum 

Monticdlo,  Miss.  Mississ^  Baptist  Convratum  Board 

locksoN,  Miss. 

More  info  in  brochure ...  coming  soon! 

tibUr/htibnkif  DrwelifmeiK  D()NDtiiiflic 


STfiTE  BIBLE  DRILLS  2007 


May  4-5, 2007 

PARK  PLACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  PEARL,  MISS. 


AWARDS  COMPETITION 

•  Entries  in  the  Awards  Competition  must  have  been 
produced  or  aired  between  April  3,  2006  -  March  1,  2007 

•  Awards  entry  deadline  is  Mamh  15.  2007 

•  Awards  entry  cost  is  $12  per  entry 

BANQUET  AND  WORKSHOP  Commiwicaiio. 

•  Banquet  and  workshop  registration  deadline  is  April  16.  2007  Sorvioei 

•  Registration  for  all  activities  (Banquet  and  Workshop)  is  $25  per 
person 

•  For  groups  of  four  or  more,  registration  for  all  activities  is  $20  pser 
person 

WATCH  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  COMING  TO  YOUR  MAILBOX  SOON! 


DATE 

TUESDAY 
April  10 

LOCATION  REGISTRATION 

Picayune,  FBC  2-4J0  p.in. 

BatesviUe,  FBC  2-4:30  p.m. 

DRILLS 

BEGIN 

2:30  p.m. 

230  p.m. 

THURSDAY  Brookhaven,  FBC 

April  12  GienadiL  Emounuel  BC 

2-430  pjn. 
2-430  p.m. 

230  p.m. 

230  p.m. 

FRIDAY 
April  13 

Hatiteabuig,  Man  Street  BC 
Meridimv  Poplar  Springs  Dt  BC 

2-430  p.m. 
2-430  p.m. 

230  p.m. 

230  p.m. 

SATURDAY 
April  14 

Madison,  FBC 

Pearl,  McLaurin  Heights  BC 

9-noon 

9-noon 

930  a.m. 

930  a.m. 

MONDAY 
April  16 

TupekxFBC 

Tbpelo,  Harrisbuig  BC 

2-4:30  p.m. 
2-4:30  p.m. 

230  pjn. 

230  pjn. 

TUESDAY 
April  17 

Staikville,  FBC 

2-430  p  jn. 

230  p.m. 

THURSDAY  LauiH  Sriem  Heights  BC 

April  19 

2-4:30  p.m. 

2-30  p,m. 

SATURDAY 
April  21 

Sdection  Ibumameals 

Clinton,  FBC  (times  inside) 

Call  yo«r  Baptist  Aaaodational  office  for  the  date  and  location 
for  yonr  AtrM^***""***  Drill.  Tlic  church  and  aaaodational  paks 
wen  mailed  the  first  of  Pebrusry  to  every  church  and  association 
requesting  Bible  Drill  information  for  2007. 

DISCIPLESHIP  a  FAMILY  MINISTRY  DEPARTMENT 

(601)  292-3284  or  1-800-748-1651 

E-mail;  dhicksembcb.org 

Where:  First  Baptist  Church,  Louisville 
205  South  Church  Avenue 

When:  February  23-24, 2007 

ESL  k  ARW  -  Fri.  8:00  a.m.-4:30  p.m. 

k  Sat.  8KX)  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

CBS  -  Fri.  6:30  p.m.-8:30  p.m. 

A  Sat.  8K)0  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Cost  $25  for  ESL  k  ARW,  $10  for  CBS 

Contact  Person:  Mrs.  Tonya  Stevenson 

P.O.  Box  547,  Louisville,  MS  39339 

662-773-6246 

tonya@>fbclouisville.org 

Deadline  to  register.  February  9  for  ESL 
k  ARW;  February  16  for  CBS 


Northeast 
Single  Adult 
Day  Retreat 


Featuring  Dlanr>e  Swalm 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Renowned  singles  speaker 
Author,  'Divorce  Really  Hurts 
in  the  Church" 

Founder  and  Director,  Fresh  Spirit 


Saturday,  March  31 

Ervin  Brown  'Gaining  Center 

Hwy.  304  W. 

Eudora,  Miss. 

(662-429-54 1 7) 

10  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 

Cost  $5  fIrKludes  lurKh) 

(Mail  your  check  by  Monday,  March  26, 
to  X-Tended  Missions  Network 
Association,  PO.  Box  38 1 
Hernando,  MS  38632. 

For  more  information  call  662.429.5033 

■  Refreshments  ■  Fun 
■  Door  Prizes  ■  Praise  Team 

Sponsored  by  X-Tended  Missions  Network 
and  MBCB 


lieautitul 


A(  I  !  •  Ki\S 


Extrcrnc  S(jJcrt 


I  IVI\v:  1C  ^\\i  i\in\u» 

(  wir  I  Di  1 1()\  (,K  \i)i  s  . 


I  f  inds  Community  College  Raymond,  Mississippi 


DM  1  S.  PAS  lORS  WORSIIII 

'  1  1  ADI.RS  11 

foh  Daniels,  Will  Reedy 

June  4-8 

Gazy  Permenter,  Will  Reedy 

June  11-15 

Clay  Stegall,  Kevin  Williams 

June  15-19 

Ken  Hester,  Kevin  Williams 

June  19-23 

Kevin  Cooper,  Tom  Edwards 

June  23-27 

PO«  kiOStt  SUMMM  lOirni  camps  PBOCOAM  INPORMAnON; 

Hmcy  Dcdaioa,  Student  Minisuy  Specialist 

1-800-748-1651,  ext.  320(601)  292-3320,  hdedmon#mbcb  org 

^HE  HISPANIC  FF  OWSHIP 
<td  AtMl-  1.  H‘SfJ.111  ^  v"  : 


**tlliMptidMolietpMlMdiMAir,  Hyoy  liwiloityoyreiptoHjrteani«,lodnf  !• 
hoyt  ■!  tlimpo  dt  ncupitirto,  Hii  Hint  to  gH  H  biok,  TWI  God  iboi<  II  Mid 
CudntoMloaOlwyofwqMtilltord  briltM  M  Ha  Mlto  yow  diMM  a 

4Ui  toi  luiflai  II  tupan  rianiaiT  •Andlwill(k)whal9myoua»klnMyfmm,aothat 

Vuakfuler  co8a  qut  U9l9dm  pkiMi  9n  mi  the  Son  may  bring  glory  to  th§  Fittm." 

nombn,yolahai4.'  Juan14:13  John14:13 


Theme  -  “Draaim  of  a  Woman”  Tema  -  “SuafkM  da  WalMr”. 

Confereraa  leader  CkinlarwicMi  -  ENz^ 

Music  arKf  Corderarm  laadar  for  taerw  -  Alabarizai  EapecWee  Mar^ 

Ptaoe-CaaipGMrairai  Uigv-Caaip.QMy«i 
Date  -  Maicli  16-17, 1007 -  Marn  16-17. 2007 

Age6-12yaaraaadap  Edadas-ltaaadMa 

Cost-$36(12andup)l6(chidran0-6yaaia)  (k)alo  -  $16  (12  ImmM  adiAas),  II  por  nifto  (0-5  sA^^ 
Note  -  bririg  sheets,  pH(w,  persorwl  llsim  NoM  -  Trasr  sibarw  (Tilling.  M 
Deadtoe  Date  -  March  1, 2007  UMmo  ptezo  paia  ragisirarse  >  1  ds  Marzo 


For  registraiori  form  and  more  irifornu^  iifww,aibob«orQtevaias  or 
cal  Ma  Siallh  800-748-1651.  ext  336,  paiallhOiabeb^ 


(  liurrli  I  (icililii  • 
K'  f  ii'  ni.-lii’u  ^ 


(662-394^52) 

FIVE  LOVE 
LANGUAGES 
FORSiNGLES 


;CES  (No  cost} 


(662-226-3661) 

EXPEUENCmC  FORGIVENESS 

Becty  Browvn.  recording  artist 
and  author,  Raymorxi 

••ONE-WON-r 
(SmCLE  REACHmC  SINGLE) 

Glenn  Shcun.  MBCB,  Jackson 

4:10  yi.  -  Baked  Potato/ 

ChW  Supper 
Adjourn  •  8:30  p.m. 


(601-833-2597) 
SINGLENESS  WITH  A 


Becty  BrovMn,  Raymorvl 

“ONE-WON-r 
(SINGLES  REACHING 
SINGLES) 

Don  Lum,  director.  Evangelism 
Department  MBCB,  Jackson 
4:10  pjm.  -  ChO  Supper 
Adjourn  -  8:30  p.m. 


(662-289-5575) 

PICKING  UP  THE  PIECES 

Miss  Chocoiate 
Gwen  WWiams 
renowned  speaker 
and  author 
Picayune 

SINGLE  PARENONG 

Dot  Day 
FamSy  Counselor 
CryM  Springs 


,SMpparf^FQOd 


Sync 

liu  lUtwer 
ol  Working  log(‘tlu*r 


A  Workshop  for  Pastors,  Ministers  of 
Education,  ^nday  School  Directors 

April  10 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 

April  11 

Camp  Caraywa,  Clinton 

April  12 

Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church,  Petal 


FAMILY  SUMMIT 


For:  Ail  Ulnisters,  Aflsooiattonal  Family  Leaders, 

and  Laypersons  leading  ftimlly  ministries 
Date:  Thvrsday,  March  1  -  Camp  Qaraywa,  Clinton 
Time:  9tOO  a.m.  -  2:00  p.m.  Cost:  1 10  -  includes  Ixmoh 

Features:  Panel  discussions  on  issues  of  the  family  in  the  21st  Century 
Speaicar:  Bemie  Cornell  LilhWay  Family  Consultant  •  Nashville 


Your  pre-pald  registration  is  d\ie  by  Wednesday,  February  21. 

For  more  Infb,  oontaot  Dis^Ideshlp  St  Family  ICinistiy  at  gshowsOmbc^.org  or  call  (800)  748-1661. 


MI'-ISSIPPI 
KIDS  CAMP 


m 


2007  ccors 

Camp  Waukawjy  •  Waukaway  Springs  Ovlsllan  Retreat  Center 
•  Vbsstxjrg,  Miss.  (Uxated  outside  of  Laurel,  Mississippi) 

□  Mississippj  KidJ' Carnp  July  9-11  •  Wofship  •  Church  Bible  Study 

□  Mississippi  Kids'  Camp  July  11-13  ■  Hydro-Sports  •  Recreation 

□  Mississippi  Kids'  Camp  July  26-28  ■  Waterfront  Spring  Fed  Lake 

■  COST  $  1 50  ■  FOR  COMPLETED  GRADES  1  -6 

For  registration  information,  etc.,  please  contaa  MBCB  Conference  Office 
.  292-3304.  For  program  information,  visit  mskidscamp.com. 


(  I  i)i  It  (  Mil  rw 


Bible  Drill  Crimp  2007 

July  5  7 


•  i  I 


OhI  IM  vMah  $S0  deport  due 
vrth  pKrtgirtrtlon 


Bl*  Stucy  Btoie  Memohzattoa 
Bt)ie  SMI  iftbrshlp.  Camp  Fkr 
Service.  Morning  ^Mch. 

Time  vrth  Soutfiem  Baprtt 
Missionaries,  Horseback  Rklng, 
RMe  Rvige  (saleQi/rnarksrnan- 
shipj.  SuSnrning.  Canoeing. 
and4  square. 

Each  church  group  must  hive  a 
male  counselor  tor  eveiy  7  t»ys 
(a  portion  thereof}  and  a  female 
counsetor  for  evey  7  girts  for 
ponton  thereof).  Lhldm  are 
together  vrth  the  counselors 
from  their  church  al  during 
camp. 

Camp  begins  vrth  check-to  at  2 
p.m..  Thunder  Ju^  S,  2007.  and 
ends  at  noon  on  Saturday  JUy  7. 


Prtjgram  questions  should  be  directed  to  the  Discipleship  and  Family 
.VlirHstry  Depanment.  I -800- 748- 1 651  a  dbrashiefBmbcb  org 


February  9-22,  2007 

Prayer  Minirtry  OMce  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

“I  ur^,  then,  first  of  alL  that  rei{uests.  praters,  intercession  ani 
thanks^y/in^  he  male  for  e\^fyone~for  kin^s  anl  all  those  in  authority 
that  11%  Nf^  frv%  peaceful  ani  ifuiet  li\^es  in  all  ^oiliness  ani  holiness. " 

/  "Timothif  2:h2 


^  God  to  ifWMl  Hmutf  to 
many  VMft  AMcm  wtw  wM 
hoar  the  floipal  tntiMge  this 
year  through  JteMnonal 
testimonies  <b  tMtr 

senes.  (MX^Abioad- 
casts  and  otHlt^  maarw. 
Pray  that  sMkan  wifl  accept 
the  truth  abou  Jhus  Owtst 
and  have  the  courage  to 


ctaans  upon  rat  me,  asamg 
that  he  mM  dadde  ID  mahe 
Jesus  Ms  lint  priori^. 


In  niflof  an  euan- 
■rawniyforihe 


to  be  moirthat  b  Heeded,  to 
the  doonfs  are  coraawng  to 
run  tests.  ^forOMhand 
Godt  healing  touch. 


Ns  tat  Mirniirlbr  Godf 
wfl  to  be  done  In  Ecuador 
and  tor  the  Owlstlani  to  be 
Strang  and  to  euei  In  God. 


toes.  fti^tortoeKUdhccton 
to  be  modeli  of  hum%  and 
holnets  betoie  their  students. 


youth  and  hosv  to  teach  their 
youto  to  do  toe  same  before 
toalr  peers. 


1 1 1  AMD  Inierpretation 
Meeting.  CanipGarayv 
February  22-2^  Pray  fi 
AMD!  M^Aedt  M 
and  dUi^ibA  ho 
be  a  cagdR  rngllliting 


A.  is  a  Fuiani  seeking  the 
Duth.  He  has  heard  many 
stories  from  Go(ft  Vltord  arxl 
is  even  skaringtiMT)  with 
people  ft  n^ffbe.  Pray 
that  A.  ^Vfontitae  to  seek 
the  frudto^  coltinue  to 
share  v^iat  he  hears,  and 
that  ukknacely  he  wM  trsjst 
Christas  his  lord  and  Savior. 


4/1/93 

MR.  DREW  W. 

Parents;  Matt  &  Shea 
Last  Frontier 


4/23/98 

MSS  LILLY  FOSTER 
Parents:  Mike  &  Miranda 
Middle  Anterica 


4/3/89 

MISS  ALICIA  RACEY 

Parents:  Michael  &  Annette 
South  America 


Looking  for  Ministerial  Staff? 

We  offer  training  for  search  committees,  resumes, 
and  salary  information. 

Contaa  Frank  Harmon,  director:  fhafmon®mbcb.org 
Pam  May,  ministry  assistant:  mpmay9mbcb.org 
601-968-3800  or  I -800-748- 1 65 1 


4/24/90 

tSSSKMBERLY  CARLTON 
Parents;  David  &  Pamela 
Central,  Eastern  &  South 
Africa 


ENCOURAGE 
AN  MK  TODAY 
WITHACARDI 

No  magazines  or 
periodicals  can  be 
forwarded. 


4/11/89 

MR.  AUSTIN  BROWN 
Paienis:  Dwayne  & 
Donna 

Central  &  Eastern  Europe 


4/27/01 

MISSUNOSEYW. 

Parents:  Matt  &  Shea 
Last  Frontier 


Tlransitionai  Pastor  Training 

March  19-22,  2007 
Baptist  BuNding 

Sponsored  tyy:  LifeWay  Christian  Resources  and 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


4/14/90 

MttS  SAMANTHA  TABOR 

Paients:  Michael  &  Jeana 
South  America 


4/29/93 

MR.  CHRMTOPNER  CARLTON 
Parents;  David  &  Pamela 
Central,  Eastern  &  South 
Africa 


4/28/87 


4/28ai 

MR.  CALE  LITTLE 
Parents:  Bob  &  Amy 
Weat/Mrica 


/^pplicat^ons  must  be  approved  by  LifeWay 


For  more  information,  contaa: 
Chureh-Minister  Relations  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
601-968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651 
or  www.IWeway.com 


Dec  to  Mciuity  reasons  full  nanres  or  region  of  scrvkc  nay  not  be  pnbUahcd. 
Cards  will  be  forwarded.  Please  send  all  to;  Child's  name,  Parent's  name, 
MBCB  wMh  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards  together; 
cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individuidly  to  die  wMn. 


f 


n 


4.  McGuffie  and  Wekh,  New  Prospect  Church,  Brookhaven 


Febkl  ary  8,  2007 


5.  Mission  Friends,  Mantec  Church,  Mantee 


1 .  RA  Reco^tion,  Bethel  Church,  U^rence  Association 


2.  Commissioning  Service,  Cairo  Church,  Ecru 


3.  Deacon  Ordination,  Wayside  Church,  Vicluburg 


1.  Bethel  Church,  Lawrence 
Association,  awarded  RAs 
for  their  achievements  jan. 
28.  Their  group  is  named 
for  missionary  Thomas 
Thurman  who  presented 
the  message  that  morning. 
Shown,  front  row,  are 
Brennan  Lang,  Preston 
Morrison,  Blake  Greenlee, 
and  Neal  Johnson;  back 
row,  Dick  Reeves, 
Jonathan  Reeves,  Clayton 
Russell,  Ben  Rushing,  and 
Thomas  Thurman. 


2.  Cairo  Church,  Ecru,  had  a 
commissioning  service  for 
Winston  and  Mattie  Ross 
(Mission  Corp  Volunteers) 
for  their  upcoming  mission 
trip  to  Ohio.  Cieorge 
Steward  gave  the  message, 
Charles  Stubblefield  gave 
the  Dedication  prayer,  and 
Sam  Holcomb  closed  with 
grayer.  William  Dowdy, 
?astor.  Shown,  left  to  right, 
3owdy,  Steward,  the 
bosses,  and  Stubblefield. 


3.  Wayside  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  ordained  Roy  Blissett 
as  deacon  Dec.  1(J.  Shown 
are  pastor  Jason  Wt)oley, 
Blissett,  and  Linda  Blissett. 


4.  New  Prospect  Church, 
Brookhaven,  ordained 
Jason  McGuffie  to  the 

f;ospel  ministry  Jan.  21. 
ast>n  is  serving  as  youth 
minister  at  New  Prospect. 
Shown  are  McGuffie  and 
pasU>r  Willie  Welch 


3.  Mission  Friends  of  Mantee 
Church,  Mantee,  pose  for  a 
C  hristmas  card  picture.  The 
cards  were  sent  to  st'nior 
adults  in  their  church  and 
Ci)mmunitv,  as  well  as  their 
parents. 


h  The  Kids  Ad\'enture  Ciroup 
of  Mt.  Ziop  Church, 
Florence,  decorated  s*,)t.ks 
for  Christmas  and  brimght 
their  money  each  week  for 
two  months.  They  raised 
$385  for  the  Lottie  Mixin 
Christmas  Offering,  sur¬ 
passing  their  goal  of  $2(K). 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


7  The  children  of  Antioch 
Church,  Brandon,  pre¬ 
sented  Signs  of  Christmas 
Dec.  1(1,  2(1(18  Shown  are 
(he  participants 


8.  The  K.‘\s  and  Ci.As  of 
Branch  Church,  Morton, 
are  shown  presenting  their 
cans  of  coins  tor  Lottie 
Moon.  rwent\  cnildren 
participated  in  an  IMB 
-.tudN  on  Nigeria  and  then 
cratted  their  collection  tins 
Shown,  tront.  is  Miciiael 
1  atham  hack  rov\  Autumn 
(.  ay;lc  karleigh  \lahatle> 
and  l\  ier  Mahattex 


7.  Signs  of  Christmas,  Antioch  Church,  Brandon 


8.  RAs  and  GAs,  Branch  Church,  Morton 


The  BArnsr  Rii  oko 


6.  Kkk  Adventure  Group,  Mt  Zion  Church,  Florence 


1.  ty  Hm  1b«e  to  pwfonn  at  tat  2007,  IMC 


1.  Bl«c  Moaatoin  CoUaac 
%vill  host  Winter  Feet  2007 
on  Saturday,  February  10. 
Activities  oegin  at  10:30 
ajm.  ivith  a  special  preview 
day  for  hi^  sdwoi  iuniors 


day  for  hi^ 


Aad  wsat  to  recover  losses 

WeCMlMp! 

with  a  guranateed 
return  of  priaopal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

13.2% 


RidadHd,MS3MS7 

lto0J844J254 

<i015S7J841 


aiKl  seniors  and  communi¬ 
ty  college  transfer  students, 
visitins  students  aikl  par¬ 
ents  wul  have  die  opportu¬ 
nity  to  meet  with  current 
BMC  students,  talk  with 
firuuicial  aid  staff,  hear 
from  BMC  alutimi,  and 
attend  a  Topper  basketoall 
game.  Area  church  youdi 
groups  are  invited  to  the 
Winter  Fest  2007  concert 
featuriM  musical  guests. 
By  The  me,  and  Bible  com¬ 
municator;  Johrmy  Cox. 
The  concert  will  be  held  in 
the  Berry  Auditorium 
located  in  die 
AdministTation  Build 


Winter  Pest  2007  activities 
are  free  to  the  public.  For 
more  infbrmanon  or  to 
make  reservations,  contact 
the  Office  of  Admissions  at 
Blue  Mountain  College  at 
(800)  235-0136  or  visit 
www.bmc.edu. 

2.  Miasiaoippi  College  wUl 
host  die  second  of  two  sem¬ 
inars  on  medical  missions. 


Dan  Jones  will  be  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  on  March  1  at 
7  pjn.  in  Anderson  Hall. 
The  seminar  is  sponsored 


by  the  MC  StudenTAffiliate 
Of  the  American  Chemical 
Society  and  the  Department 
of  Chemistry  and 
Biochemistry.  There  is  no 
cost  to  attend  and  the  public 
is  wdeome.  For  infonnation 
please  call  the  Mississippi 
College  Department  of 
ChenS^  at  (Ml) 925-3223. 

3.  Charles  Ryan  Thurman, 

Brookhaven,  received  die 
master  of  arts  in  Christian 
education  at  New  Orieans 
Seminary  Dec.  16.  His 
home  diurdi  is  Oakland 
Heights  Churdi, 

Longview,  Tex.  He  holds 
an  associate  of  arts  frcMn 
Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College, 
Wesson,  and  a  badielor  of 
arts,  William  Carey 
College,  Hattiesburg. 

4.  The  music  faculty  at  Blue 
Mountain  College  will  pre¬ 
sent  their  spr^  recital  on 
Ibesday  evening,  February 
13,  at  7'30  pjn.  in  Garrett 
Hidl  Auditorium  located  on 
the  College  campus.  Jerri 
Lamar  Kmtadc,  Assidant 
Professor  of  Musk,  and 
Jeremy  Owens,  Instructor 
of  Musk,  will  present  vocal 
and  piano  selections  from  J. 


Rachmaninoff,  and  Franz 
Schubert  Sarah  Todd,  clar¬ 
inet  from  Pontotoc  will  be 
pesrforming  with  Kantack 
and  Owens  on  Franz 
Schubert's  The  Shepherd 
on  die  Rode.  Kantack,  a 
Pontotoc  native,  received 
the  Bachelor  of  Musk  and 
Masters  of  Musk  from  The 
University  of  Mississippi 
and  die  Doctor  of  MusioJ 


Kantaok  was  named  the 
2005  Humanities  Teadier 
Award  Redpient.  Jerenw 
Owens,  a  native  of  Nordi 


is  a  two  time  win- 


4.  Kawtoefc  and  Owens,  BMC 

Arts  in  Vocal  Performance 
frwn  The  University  of 
Alduuna.  Prkx’  to  teaoiing 
at  Blue  Mountain  CoUm, 
she  taught  at  Huntingdon 
College  (Montgomery, 
Ala.),  Stillman  College, 
Shdton  State  Community 
College  (Tbscaloosa,  Ala.), 
and  Brenau  University 
(Gainesville,  Georgia).  She 
has  served  as  an  ac^dica- 
tor  for  many  musical  com¬ 
petitions  m  the  ixudi 
Mississippi  area.  In  2005, 


Artist  Competition  and  has 
performed  vdth  ordiestras 
in  Mississippi,  Alabama, 


Minnesota.  Currently, 
Owens  is  working  on  his 
Doctor  of  Musical  Arts 
from  The  University  of 
Alabama  in  Tliscaloosa.  In 
2006,  Owens  was  named 
the  2006  Humanities 
Teadier  Award  Redpient. 
The  concert  is  free  to  the 
public.  For  more  informa- 
non,  contact  Jim  Andrf  in 
die  Department  of  Fine  Arts 
and  Speech  at  (662)  6^ 
4771,  ext.  134. 


MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


NISI  MPnsr  CHUKH,  MADISON, 
MiMiwIppi  is  sashing  a  senior  pastor  lor 
its  2300  member  amgragatkto  and  multi¬ 
level  slalf.  Please  send  resumes'  to:  First 
Baptist  Church,  ABention:  Cterm  Holder, 
PO  Bok  400,  Madison  MS  391 300400  or 


MT.  LMUTV  BAPTIST  CHUICH, 
Water  Valtey,  Mita.,  is  seeking  a  full¬ 
time  minister.  Please  submit  resume  to 
search  committaa,  906  Stephens 
Street  Water  VaUay,  MS  3B96S  or  call 
Betty  Melton  (662)  473-2095.  _ 

iifwifir  Mmsr  chmch. 


HarrMHe,  Mbs.,  b  seeking  a  part-time 
you<>  mlnb>eifectk4lin  dbector.  Raaumes 
may  be  seat  to  Harrievilte  Bsptlb  Church. 
P.Q  Bok  301  Meitbyille.  MS  39082. 
BPNOUS  BAPTIST  CNUBCN  IS  S»C- 
INC  a  fiilMime  Minitter  of  VMllh  aitd 
gecreation.  )ob  requites  working  with 
youth  end  cMMien  end  Scheduling 
Family-Life  Center  events:  Send 
reeume  to  Dr.  )im  Everett  3495 
EphtMH  load.  Foreat  MS  39074  or  e- 

meil:  iiniilncebc»eeithlink.net. _ 

CALVAIV  BAPTin  CNUBCN, 
Vkhsbufg,  Mbs.,  b  soaking  a  bhroce- 
tionel  minbter  of  music.  Pleese  send 


Nisr  BAPnST  CNUBCN  MMH  MISS., 
.  b  accepting  resumes  for  Mirtbler  of  Musk. 
Ibrt  Hme  Amnanenl  position,  please  send 
resumes  to:  lynnfccneiblfbelbouth.net. 
IMMANUEL  BAPTIST  CNUBCN  IN 
VICKSaUBC,  MISS.,  IS  SEBCINC  INDI- 
VIOUAL  OB  INOIVIOUALS  10  NU 
TNE  POUOWINC  POSITIONS:  MINIS- 
TNI  OE  MUSIC  AND  MINISTEB  Of 
VOUTN.  Any  one  that  is  imerested, 
please  send  resume  to  Immanuel  Baptist 
Church,  abention  personnel  commibee, 
6949  Hwy  61  South,  Vicksburg,  MS 
391B0.  Or  contact  Marshall  Ihomas  at 
(601)  619-4905  or  (601)  21»4a92. 


PABV-TIMI  SBCBETUnr  POB  PINEVIEW 
Baptbt  Church,  Okiton,  Mbs.,  M-F  S- 
12.  Responsibilltict  include  financial 
posting  to  Quick  Book,  contribution 
potting  to  Shelby  Systems,  answering 
telephone,  preparing  correspondence, 
and  other  dudas  as  sacrataiy  for  Mie 
church,  tel  raaumes  to  (601)  924-B378, 

or  email  plnevlewbc#efo.net _ 

MBI^TIME  MUIIC  OBNCTOB  NHOn 
at  Bum  iaptbt  Church,  Qubman,  Mbs., 
Cterhe  County  Association.  If  interested, 
pleeie  cell  pastor  John  Edwardt  at  (601) 
4B2-3119.  Or  wrbe  to  436  CB  472, 
Meridian,  MS  39301. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


Ibe  Baptist  Racoid  is  pleated  to  pubKsh 
ne¥vt  ana  photooraphs  df  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mbtiasippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  subrnned  tor  pubiicalion  in  Ifie 
Baptist  Reaxd  must  be  either  (a)  lypewril- 
teiV  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  ll-lnch 
paper;  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standaidiaed 
rarrm  provided  fay  (he  nevopaper.  AN  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  leoateed  in  writing  no  artides 
wiN  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  dedronically 
to  (he  addrasi  bekm;  and  must  Im  con¬ 
tained  In  the  mewagp  segmert  o#  an  e- 
maN  form.  Due  to  Inaeaslng  virus  thr^, 
no  text  attachments  will  oe  accepted. 


Photograph  attachrnertts  are  perrnissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  liKkide 
the  ttiMr  wliteV  wlierc  details  of 
the  story;  along  wMh  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photo^aphs  rnay  be  color  or  Mack  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digilal  printouts 


are  not  reproduribie.  Digital  oholos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  )f%G  Hie  via 
either  (a)  e-maN,  (b)  three-arid-a-hak  inch 
floppy  dtek,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  v^l-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  sub|ect  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  sub|ect  to  crop¬ 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  ob|^-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and^  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submittinfl 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requesteo 
puMication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-serrsitive  will 
be  puMished  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  setr-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  arrd  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  53(),  jackson, 
fv«  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecordtembcb.org. 


Bibu  Studies  for  Life 

Sotnetfung  You  Must  Do 


John  3:1-8, 13-18 


is  old?  Can  he  enter  a 
•eoond  rime  into  his 
mother's  womb  and  be 
bomr-fv.  4,  KJV)  .The 
cnaimairical  stmctuie  of 
Brie  ouesrion  expects  a 
negative  answer.  ‘'\eBU8 


Gloria  Loftoai 


IhiB  week  we  continue  with 
our  study  riieme:  Chrisrianity  is 
Chri^  Last  week  we  studwd 
the  deity  of  lesus  Christ  in:  The 
Word  From  God. 

fai  our  focal  passage,  John  3:1- 
3,  we  an  told  of  a  man  named 
NioodemusL  who  was  a  rukr  of 
the  Jews,  which  means  he  was  a 
mentoer  of  rise  Sanhedrin.  The 
Sanhedrin  was  the  supreme 
ooundl  of  the  Jews  in  the  rime  of 
Quist  and  erulier.  In  the  New 
Testament  it  is  usually  referred 
to  simply  as  "the  ooundl."  The 
power  and  influence  of  the 
Sanhedrin  wen  greatest  during 
the  period  of  Homan  rule  in 
Paleteine,  and  it  served  as  a 
instrument  of  justice 
among  rite  Jews,  handling  all 


matters  pertaining  to 
the  Jeu^  Law  and 
many  criminal  matters.  ^ 

Micodemus  was  very  laHott 

intelligent  and  deefriy  reli-  dom 
gious.  Nkodemus  wanted  to  t^ 
Imow  more,  so  he  went  to  Jesus  the  I 
by  night  because  he  was  afraid  is  b 
to  seek  Him  openly.  Even  (1Q\ 
riiou^  Nicodemus  was  a  can 
deeply  religious  person,  he  was  The 
still  in  daiimess  about  truriis  of  "afli 
God,  and  out  of  riiat  darkness  Spir 
he  came  to  rite  Light,  (v.  2,  IQV)  nurt 
The  i^rase  "cannot  see  die  Spir 
kingdm  of  God"  should  be  b 
unwrstood  as  cannot  enter.  no  c 
In  verse  3,  Jesus  told  en,l 
Nicodemus,  exoept  a  man  be  hea^ 
bom  again,  he  cannot  enter  the  (NA 
kiimdom  of  heaven.  (KJV)  that 
"Nfeodemus  saith  unto  fhm,  in  v 
'How  can  a  man  be  bom  when  he  His 


verily,  vaily,  I 
say  unto  thee;  exoept  a 
onan  is  bom  of  water 
and  of  the  spirit  he  can- 
^  not  enter  into  the  kk^ 
dom  of  God."  (v.  5,  KJV)  Verse  6 
t^  u&  "That  which  is  bom  of 
the  flesh  is  fleaK  and  that  which 
is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  SpWt" 
(IQV)  Jesus  is  aiding  that  flesh 
can  of^  produce  itself  as  flesh. 
The  law  of  reproduction  said 
"after  its  kind."  ^  Ukew^  the 
Spirit  produces  spirit,  a  life  bom, 
nurtur^  md  matured  by  die 
Spirit  of  God. 

In  verse  13,  Jesus  says,  "And 
no  one  has  ascended  into  heav¬ 
en,  but  He  who  descended  from 
heaven,  even  die  Son  of  Man. 
(NASB)  Here  Jesus  is  affirming 
that  He  came  from  heaven.  Then 
in  verses  14-15,  Jesus  points  to 
His  crucifixion  and  the  necessity 


of  being  liftod  up,  so  we  as  sin¬ 
ners  would  have  hope  of  eternal 
life.  Pfeople  are  loo&w  for  life, 
for  that  whkh  makes  meir  exis- 
tenoe  meaningful.  Jesus  offers 
die  truest  form  of  Ufe-ctemal  life 
to  those  who  believe  in  Him.  "In 
Him  is  life  and  the  life  is  the  light 
of  men."  (John  1:4). 

John  3:16  is  probably  die 
most  beloved  verse  in  the  Bible. 
It  is  one  of  the  first  verses  mem¬ 
orized  by  children.  "For  God  so 
loved  the  world,  that  He  gave 
His  only  begotten  Son,  diat 
whosoever  Mlievedi  in  Him 
shall  not  pariah,  but  have  ever¬ 
lasting  life."  (KJV)  It  is  an  eter¬ 
nal  fact  diat  God  loves  you 
with  an  everlasting  love  mat 
cannot  be  fathomra;  it  is  so 
boundless  diat  it  can  only  be 
known  by  faith.  The  little  word 
"so"  is  most  expressive  in  diis 
verse,  it  gives  us  scmie  concept 
of  die  magnitude  of  God's  love. 
God  so  loves  us,  diat  He  gave 
His  only  b^otten  (unique,  one 
of  a  kind)  Son  to  be  made  sin: 
for  us  diat  we  might  be  made 
that  which  God  loves;  right¬ 


eousness.  The  bieaddi  of  the 
divine  love  is  emphasized  in 
diat  its  object  b  the  whole 
world.  "For  God  sent  not  His 
Son  into  the  world  to  condenm 
die  world;  but  that  the  world 
through  Him  might  be  saved. 

He  diat  belieim  on  Him  is 
not  condemned:  but  he  that 
believedi  not  on  Him  is  con¬ 
demned  already,  because  he  has 
not  believed  in  the  name  of  the 
only  begotten  Son  of  Cfod.  Verse 
18  (KJ>0  There  is  little  doubt  that 
Nicodemus  became  a  true  disd- 


right- 


bom  again;  txxn  trom  aoover  u 
you  havent,  I  pray  you  will  by 
taidi,  bdieve  that  Je^  Christ  » 
the  savior  of  the  world,  repent 
and  confess  your  sins,  for  all 
have  sinned  and  come  short  of 
the  glory  of  God.  Ask  God  to 
deunae  your  heart  and  tove  you 
new  life  in  Him,  for  in  Him  and 
hfim  alone  can  we  be  bom  again. 


Lofton  is  a  member  of  Willow 
Grove  Church,  Collins. 


Explore  the  Bible 

When  Service  is  Risky 

Esther  3:1-4:17 


By  Urn  Alexander _ 

l^ust  laoendy  went  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  Honduras,  Central 
America.  I  was  on  a  medical, 
dental,  evangdistic,  construc¬ 
tion  mission  crip.  This  was  my 
fifdi  trip  to  dtis  beautiful 
Country  that  is  so  poverty 
stridden.  Aldiou^  our  lives 
were  not  in  danger;  many  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  fomgn  lan^  are 
on  the  front  lines,  m  die  trench¬ 
es  of  ministry  where  dieir  lives 
are  on  die  line.  Risk  is  part  of 
the  Job  every  missionary. 
Risk  is  part  ot  life  that  is 
unavoidaole.  Senneone  once 


told  me,  "Accept  life  as  a  dial- 
lenge,  not  a  threat."  Queen 
Esther  found  herself  in  a  dial- 
ienging  dilemma;  to  speak  or 
not  to  speak  to  the  k^  regard¬ 
ing  an  important  issue.  She 
made  die  right  decision  but  it 
was  at  a  great  risk. 


King  Xerxes  promoted 
Haman  giving  him  a  seat  of 
honor  Miove  other  nobles. 
Haman  was  an  Agagite,  a 
descendant  of  die  Arnalekite 
King  Agag.  The  Amelekites, 
from  the  land  of  Canaan,  had 
persistendy  opposed  die  Jews. 
After  Haman  mkI  been  elevat¬ 
ed  to  his  new  status,  die  royal 
staff  was  ordered  to  bow. 
Mordecai  refused  to  bow  down 
to  Haman.  The  Bible  does  not 
clearly  state  why  Mordecai 
refused.  IWo  possible  reasons 
do  exist.  First  to  a  Jew,  bowing 
down  to  a  person  is  a  form  cm 
idolatry.  Second,  Mordecai 
knew  diat  Haman's  ancestors 
feverishly  opposed  the  Jews 
and  he  probably  knew  Haman 
would  also  be  a  "dicMn  in  die 
flesh"  to  die  Jews  as  well. 


When  Haman  dis¬ 
covered  that 

Mordecai  did  not  bow 
down  to  him,  Haman 
was  filled  with  rage. 
Revenge  for  Haman 
meant  a  plan  to  kill  all 
die  Jews  in  King 
Xerses  kingdom. 
Mordecai  was  not  the 
mder  only  person  in  the 
Bible  who  refused  to 
bow  down.  The  diree  Hebrew 
diildren  did  not  bow  down  to 
Nebuchadnezzar's  golden 
image.  Nebuchadnezzar  acted 
like  Hamaa  except  he  aimed 
his  anger  at  the  diree  young 
men.  As  you  will  see,  God  pro¬ 
tected  die  diree  Hebrew  chil¬ 
dren  as  well  as  He  did 
Mordecai. 

2.  Following  God  Includes 
Understanding,  (Esther  4:5,8-9) 
Approximately  fifteen  million 
Jewish  lives  in  the  Persian 
Empire  were  on  the  line  because 
of  Haman's  anger  and  the  King's 
stupidity.  All  «  these  Jews  were 
desrinea  to  an  early  death,  unless 
somediiiw  was  done.  Since  the 
Persian  raipire  stretched  from 
India  to  Ethiopia  there  was  no 
place  to  run  arid  hide. 


Mordecai  learned  about  the 
plan  to  slaughter  die  lews.  He 
put  on  the  traditional  moum- 
ins  clothing  of  sackcloth  and 
ashes.  Jews  around  the  empire 

Srieved  about  the  upcoming 
isaster.  They  lasted,  prayea 
and  wept  and  asked  Goa  to 
chantt  ^  king's  decree. 

Amr  hearing  about 
Mordecai' s  plight.  Queen 
Easter  sent  some  ^an  cloths  to 
Mordecai  through  her  servant. 
Mordecai,  at  diat  time,  told  the 
queen's  servant  of  Haman's 
evil  plot  to  kill  the  Jews. 
Mordecai  actually  had  a  copy 
of  the  edict  to  give  to  the 
queen's  servant. 

3.  Following  God  May 
Include  Risk,  ( Esther  4:10-16) 
The  (^een  was  in  a  difficult 
situation.  She  wanted  to  help 
Mordecai,  but  she  also  knew 
that  going  to  see  the  king  widi- 
out  an  invitation  or  summons 
was  breaking  the  law,  and  she 
could  be  put  to  death.  The  only 
exception  to  that  law  is  if  die 
King  extends  die  gold  scepter 
to  her  and  spares  her  life. 
Through  another  conversation 
with  the  queen's  servant. 


Mordecai  reminds  Esther  that 
she  was  in  this  royal  position 
"for  such  a  time  as  this.^ 

Esther  did  not  talk  to 
Mordecai  directly,  but  she  knew 
she  could  not  remain  silent, 
^dier  made  up  her  mind  to 
talk  to  the  king  after  much  fast¬ 
ing  and  prayer.  She  said  "if  I 
perish,  1  per^."  What  a  risky 
decision  Esther  had  made. 
Esdier  was  willing  to  risk  her 
own  life  to  save  the  lives  of  oth¬ 
ers,  talk  about  the  ultimate  sac¬ 
rifice.  If  you  were  Esther,  would 
you  speak  out  or  remain  silent? 
tether  had  confidence  in  a  Holy 
God  who  would  protect  her, 
one  way  or  another. 

God  always  accomplishes 
his  purposes  through  people. 
Gocl  is  also  in  the  business  of 
protecting  his  people  from 
narm  or  walking  people 
through  the  "valley  ana  shad¬ 
ow  of  death."  As  God  used 
Esther  may  He  use  our  voices 
to  be  His  instruments  of 
peace,  to  bring  life  and  light 
to  this  dark  world. 


Alexander  is  Minister  if  Edu¬ 
cation,  Harrisburg  Church,  TUpelo. 
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fun  wkh  cryptography  and 
exerche  your  Bible  krtowledge.  A 
King  tames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  ernxtded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Twenty- 
orteiThirty-fout. 
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1.  The  adult*  of  Coacord 
Church,  BcBton*Tlppah 
Aaeociation,  recently 
toured  dw  Amish  country, 
Lawrencebur^  Tenn.,  and 
Ivy  Green,  the  birdiplace 
of  Helen  Keller  in 
Tuscumbia,  Ala.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

2.  Bettisaida  Church,  Phila* 
dd^^  leoendy  sponsored 
a  DiscipleNow  weekend. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 

3.  Gore  Springs  Church, 
Gore  Springs,  recently 
added  two  deacons,  Bobby 
Fulduun  and  Ter^  Morris, 
to  me  deacon  oody.  Morris 
was  ordained  fan.  21. 
Shown  are  Lowell  Ingram, 
Morris,  Janie  Morris,  Sanya 
Fulduim,  and  interim  pas¬ 
tor  mimim  Scarborough. 


4.  Alexander  McnM>rial 
Church,  Washington 
County,  ordained  Harvey 
[>avis  aivl  MitdwU  Baldwin 
as  deacons  Jm.  14.  Shown 
are  Brenda  Baldwin, 
Baldwin,  AUoe  Davis,  Davis, 
and  pastor  Rkk  Griffin. 

5.  First  Church,  Terry,  hon¬ 
ored  financial  secretary 


1 


Jackie  Walker  and  part- 
time  secretary  Willie  Dean 
Brister  with  a  retirement 
reception  Jan.  21.  John 
Pace,  pastor. 

6.  Leaf  River  Church,  Smith 
County,  will  host  an  event 
called  Pineville  Family 
Day:  Echoes  of  the  Past 
Mar.  4,  10  a.m.  To  promote 
family  heritage,  d\e  churdt 
requests  diat  participants 
bring  family  heirlooms  — 
pictures,  plates,  quilts,  etc. 
The  Di>^  Ednws  will  lead 
in  worship  at  11  a.m.;  a  love 
offering  will  be  taken. 
Lunch  provided. 

8.  Tate  Church,  Corinth, 
exceeded  their  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Odering 
goal  of  $20,000  by  $186.7^ 
Much  of  this  was  given 
during  d^  one-day  mis- 
siottt  mardt  Dec.  11.  Gregg 
Thomas,  pastor. 

9.  Oak  HUl  Church, 

Poplarvillc,  celebrated  A 
Great  Day  of  Thanks  Nov. 
12,  2006.  The  church 

thimked  God  for  the  many 
blessings  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion  in  the  aftermath  of 
Hurricane  Katrina. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

Sdiolarship  Ministry 

The  opoille  Paul  exprened  confidence  in  hh  Lord  when  he 
declared,  "And  rny  God  fhal  supply  al  your  needs  occording 
to  Hb  riches  In  glory  In  Christ  Jesus"(PhRppians  4;19|.  This  weS-known 
verse  Nghlghtt  the  focus  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's 
Scholarship  Mlnisfry. 

Oue  to  the  generosity  of  marry  faithful  Christian  stewards,  the 
FourxjoNon  has  the  prMege  of  provkJrrg  meeds-based  supplemental 
Wnandal  osslstancetci  t  SssMppI  studerrts  who  ore  pursuing  a  degree 
at  a  t  ttisisappi  Baptist  coBege  or  a  Southern  Baptist  serrrinary.  Most 
of  these  endowed  scholanhip  occourrts  offer  specific  eSgibUty 
guideirres  for  awarding  a  setroiormip  grant.  Factors  such  os  field 
of  study,  IrrstHution  atterrded.  ar>d  scholarship  amount  often  ore 
included  as  stipulated  crtterlo  for  award  consideration. 

For  nrrore  Information  about  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Fourrdation 
Scholarship  Ministry,  please  contact  our  office  at  PO  Box  fJO, 
Jactaeu,  Ml  mOf.  Mapheiie  w  of  (401)  m-aaiO  or  (800) 
or  vWI  eer  ssebsie,  «»«m.isubapMleM«iaRen.eri.  A  completed 

application  must  be  received  In  the  MBF  office  by  Apt«  30. 
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